Male and female differences in liver cirrhosis mortality in the United States, 1961-1985.
Changes in the social roles of American women have led to questions about convergence in drinking practices and alcohol-related problems between men and women. To address this issue, we utilized mortality data for liver cirrhosis derived from United States death certificates for the years 1961 to 1985. Using age-adjusted rates, we found no evidence of a major shift toward convergence in cirrhosis mortality over this time period for the total population. When age-specific rates were examined, we found evidence for increasing divergence in liver cirrhosis mortality rates for those under the age of 55, whereas the general trend among the older age groups was toward convergence. Straightforward interpretation of the results is hampered by the lack of research in related areas, but the findings do suggest that greater public and professional education may serve a preventive purpose for older U.S. females.